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his vessels to be burned, in order that his
soldiers might have no other resources than
their own valor. After meeting stubborn
resistance from several tribes near the coast,
he was able to go on his way toward the
Aztec capital. Montezunia, the great Aztec
ruler, received him in a friendly spirit and
housed the Spanish leader hospitably. Cor-
tez learned of a conspiracy against him and
by trickery secured Montezunia as a hostage.
The Aztec king died, and the Spaniards were
driven from the city with great loss. It was
not until the middle of 1521 that Cortez was
able to re-enter the city, for the Aztecs fought
stubbornly against him. (See moxtezuiia;
aztec.) In 1528 Cortez returned to Spain,
but two years later 'he was again sent out to
Mexico, where he remained for ten years.
His remarkable career in America is vividly
told in Prescott's Conquest of Mexico.
CORUNDUM, ko run'dumj a compound
of aluminum and oxygen, in hardness next
to the diamond. There are several varieties,
ranging from the transparent colored forms,
the amethyst, ruby, sapphire, etc., to a coarse
variety known as emery (which see). The
colored varieties are found chiefly in Bur-
ma, Ceylon and China, and the name is
derived from the Hindu word kurand. Co-
rundum is four times heavier than water.
COSMETICS, ko3 mefiks, a general term
for a variety of liquids, creams, pastes and
powders used to beautify or rejuvenate one's
appearance. They include tonics, bleaches
and dyes for the hair, massage, cleansing and
vanishing creams for the skin, powders and
rouge, and preparations for the removal of
superfluous hair. Most of the preparations
found on the market are harmless, but a
good many are fraudulent. Special care
should be taken in the selection of dyes for
the hair, as many cases of poisoning have
resulted from their use. Health specialists
maintain that sensible living and cleanliness
are preferable to cosmetics as beautifiers,
but manufacturers of these preparations con-
tinue to prosper.
COSMIC BAYS. The word cosmic re-
lates to the universe, and signifies something
universal. Cosmic rays are electromagnetic
radiations released in outer space at unknown
but tremendously far distances from the
earth as a result of creation of matter in
what may be new stellar universes in proc-
ess of formation. They are the most power-
ful of all known electromagnetic radiations,
 with the greatest penetrating power, short-
est wave-length and highest frequencies.
They possess a frequency per second esti-
mated at 100 billion billion, iniinitely
beyond the profoundest comprehension of
the mind of man; their wave-length is be-
lieved tu be about iive-trillionths of a cen-
timeter (a centimeter is one-humlredtL of
393xs inches) ; they are powerful enough
to penetrate eighteen i'eet oi' lead, inort? than
twenty times a= far as the penetrating
power of ganirua rays, the most powerful
rays of radioactive energy.
Cosmic rays beat upon the earth from
all directions in a ceaseless bombardment.
From what is so far known of them the
most important fact seems to be that they
offer proof of a continuously building up
of the universe. Their discovery is due to
studies by Dr. R. A. Millikan, the renowned
physicist of the California Institute of
Technology at Pasadena.
COSMOS, koz'mos, a group of flowering
plants found in Mexico, a few species ota
which are now grown in the United States
and Canada. One of the popular forms is
bushlike, sometimes reaching a height of ten
feet. It blooms in the fall, sometimes as late
as November, and bears pink, white or crim-
son flowers, with yellow centers. Another
species, blossoming in late spring in the
Southern states, bears flowers of a rich
orange-yellow or sulphur color. It grows to
a height of four feet or less. It thrives in a
sandy soil not too rich. It may be trans-
planted into gardens from indoor seed boxes.
COS'SACKS, a class of people who were
regarded as a distinct military division of
the Russian population under the czars.
They lived in the southern and eastern por-
tions of European Russia, and held their
lands by military tenure, being liable to
service for life. Writers are not agreed as
to the origin of this people and of their
name, but they seemed to differ from the
Russians more in their manner of life than
in blood and lineage. Originally their gov-
ernment formed a kind of democracy, at
the head of which was a chief, or hetman,
of their own choice. That democracy grad-
ually disappeared under Russian domination-
In the World War the Cossacks main-
tained all the traditions of their past, but
the conflict marked their doom. When the
Soviet government seized power, the Cos-
sacks fought its armies unsuccessfully; their

